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I Tt STORY Th MRAC I

I ny Colonel a shton Ramsey the Builder the Famous Ironclad

I Copyright 97 for The Herald by
Hanson Hiss

t Just 35 years ago this month thestates of the north and west still loyalto the Union were thrilled by theI startling intelligence that the confed ¬erate government was building in theold navy yard at Norfolk an ironcladmonster
destroy

which would in all probability
seriatim every Union vessellay New York Philadelphia and Bos ¬ton under heavy contribution haveWashington at its mercy and changethe entire tenor of the war Lincoln

called a special meeting of the cab ¬
inet at which Stanton painted the fu-

t
¬ture in the most dismal colors and

I
Seward usually so hopeful admittedthe truth of the picture

This vessel was the Merrimac calledby the southerners the Virginia andi was constructed on lines unheard of in
I naval warfare ancient or modern The
i nglneer who built this remarkable and
f now historic craft is Colonel H Ashton Ramsay a consulting engineer in
t Baltimore formerly a chief engineerin the confederate navy and was anofficer on tht Merrimac when she wasa United States war vessel back in theSOs

J As an assistant engineer he con ¬
verted her from a wreck burned tothe waters edge by the retreatingfederals into the most formidable warengine of modern times He wasaboard of her when she rammed andsunk the Cumberland captured andburned the Congress and engaged inher desperate six hours fight withEricssons famous Monitor For hisservices he was elevated to the rankof chief engineer in the confederatenavy and received the thanks of con ¬gress at the Instance of JeffersonDavis

For 30 years Colonel Ramsay hasbeen urged to write an account of this
l famous ram and her eventful careerrind while he complied with the request

of the secretary of war to furnish an
i account of the engagement for the
i
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stupendous work now being issued by
the government he declined the offer
of tho entury company to contribute j

Ito their war series and returned
the same nnswer to many other peri ¬

odicals He did this because was
engaged in writing a tisok on the sub ¬

ject This work is about done and
when I called on him at his office in
Baltimore a few days ago he willingly
consented to tell me the story of the
battle for The Herald

COLONEL RAMSAYS STORY
After our sanguinary encounter

with the Monitor said Colonel Ram ¬

say lighting a cigar Admiral Farragut was frank enough to tell Admiral
Porter that the Merrimac was the most
remarkable naval craft ever floated
and the results of her bat¬

tles with the and Congress
would revolutonize the navies of the
world would be felt for centuries-
to come Like all prophecies made by
grand old Farragut it was correct
The moment the Merrimach

rammed the Cumberland and sent her
to tho bottom with colors flying and
guns firing the navies of all Europe

an investment of
money were rendered valueless

ToCay wooden vessels are only used
for prison ships and training ships fur

P cadets and our naval militia
Great Britain had her spies watch ¬

ing the progress we were mailing in
building the Merrimac and after our
first days fight she was a pro ¬

ven success the news was cabled to
London instanter and the admiralty
office the very day the message was
received began for re-
modeling

¬

the English navy-
I was chosen by Secretary of the

Navy Mallory to work on the Merrimac
because I was one of her engineers
when she was in the United States
navy and a number of
cruises on her prior to the war I Laew
her every timber by heart You will
remember that when the federals evac
uavd Norfolk they burned the Gas
port navy yard destroyed all supplies
and applied the torch to all the ship-
ping

¬

i theY could not take away
them One of these vessels was the
oVIemmac She could not be moved on
account of a defect in her

a detail of men from the navy yard
was sent aboard of her to destroy heri Now in that detail there were a num
ber of men who were loyal to the south

fact has never before been pub-
lished

¬

while they set her afire-
as ordered they went a little further

j and wisely bored a number of holes in
her bottom As a consequence she
sunk just about as soon as her rig¬

ging masts and decks were burned
while her machinery and all that por ¬

tion of her which lay below the water
line was sntirely uninjured by the
flames Had these men not thought of
letting the water in her hold the battle
between the Merrimac and monitor
would not have been fought

GORDON THE I

a matter of fact Colonel Ham
say who first thought of converting the
Merrimac into an ironclad ram-

I am very glad of this
to clear up that matter We should

1 give credit where credit is due That
invention has been attributed to me
time and time again Her inventor is
Colonel Gordon now a professor in the
Virginia miltary institute He was in
the department of the navy
and was the very apple of Secretary
Mallorys eye Mallory thought the sun
rose and sot on Gordon The latter in ¬

vented a splendid piece of ordnance-
was the author of our present system-
of

r deep sea soundings and surveyed
the bottom of the Atlantic for the
MackeyBennett cable Gordon se ¬

cured a patent from the confederate
government on the strength of the
Merrimac and that I believe was the
first last and only patent issued by thegovernment Gordon no doubt still
has the papers President Davis took
the greatest interest in the Merrimac
venture and had much confidence in
her success Other than Mallory therest of the cabinet were not so san-
guine however

TWO DAYS FIGHTS-
If I live a hundred years I will

never forget a single detail of those
two days fights When we cast off our
moorings at 11 a on the first dav

proceedeed down the Elizabeth
river the Merrimac was absolutely un ¬

tried She had never had a trial trip
Naturally we watched her every move
with an intense degree of expectancy
Soon getting under way the boatswain
piped to dinner The meal had teen
prepared in the ward room and a mes ¬
sage was sent me by the caterer that-
I had better take a bite at once as itmight be my last chance to so Heput it cheerfully Passing along theguns deck for that purpose I was
greatly struck by the countenances of
the guns crew as they stood motionless-
at their post with ramrod and sponge
in hand These men looked pale and
determined standing straight and stiff
and their nerves wrought up to a high
degree of tension

Diving down into the ward room Ifound a number of officers around thetable daintily partaking of cold tongue
and biscuit but at one end of the tablesat Dr Garnett examining a case of
surgical instruments with lint andbandages laying around The sight
took away all my appetite and I return-
ed

¬
to my post

you well the chances we raaHere we were with an untried experi ¬

ment making a bee line to fight single
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handed a fleet of the best material in
the United States navy of
the Roan-
oke St with batteries
of 50 guns and the with
30 guns It was ten suns against 300
and 300 men against 3000 and at the
same time exposed to the fire of theat News manned by
50 guns and 4000 men Surely the crew
of the were brave men

In the we were getting
nearer and nearer the fleet

the port I read the signals from
the little flags

and down the They read
The has come down but of

course she will not dare to attack our
large force They all she was
going to escape up the James river and
run away but they were soon to be un ¬

deceived the
headed directly towards the ¬

This cused the scales to drop
from their eyes are

and the holding the
sailors clothes are pulled down uncere ¬

Just at this time Admiral
oneof the

who ever drew a breath of salt air
the ships crew around him

on the gun deck and them as
follows Sailors In a few minutes
you will have the oppor ¬

tunity to show your devotion to vour
country and our cause thatyou are about to strike for your coun-
try

¬

and your homes your wives andyour children Every man is
do his duty Beat to

shores for miles are
lined people Norfolk and Ports¬

mouth are of their 18000 troops
Nearly everyone in the two cities rush-
ed

¬

to the waters edge to witness the
result of what many an ill
starred No naval battle was
ever by more people

CRASH OF
there was a puff of smoke

and a flash from the rifled pivot gun
of the followed by a con¬

tinuous crash of from the
the News

the The
churned her way grimly towards the

and reserved her fire
When we were much nearer ¬

Charles Simms in charge of the
forward rifle save the or ¬

ocr and the lUernmac fired her first
gun She followed this with a tar

which was with
fearful we learned

aganist the black hull of the Con ¬

gress which vessel we were then pass
lag

Now came the crucial test Would
the hide of iron protect her
Would our ironclad ram be a success
The belched forth a most ter-
rific

¬
against our shield tons

of iron rained on our Hur-
rah

¬
and hurrah The iron hail

like pebbles The crew give cheer
after cheer

We are to a very hail storm-
of iron of all

ashore and afloat We are a tar¬

get for 300 guns The balls strike
glance fall back On our shield
and roll into the water In
the we are the

All on the ship are still
as death Not a sound is heard save
the of the engines ¬

stands alone and on
the upper He enters the tfilot
house and sends for me I am

reverse the engines af¬

ter the and not
to wait for orders to do so IJ salute

and return to the engine room Now
the signal is given to stop The gqng
sounds two rings quickly followed by
three rings the oFder to back The
throttle is opened and the engine starts
again in the reverse

awful pause Then the crash
us from our feet The en ¬

gines labor and groan and the vessel
strains in every fiber and joint

Thud Thud Thud comes the
rain of shot on our shields from the

battery of the
and a terrific crash in the boiler room
but a few feet avay Have the boilers
burst No Thank God Its the ex

of a shell in the stack Anyone
hurt No-

After the ship which
has been at the bow rights
herself and we know that we have ¬

from the Cumber ¬

crew on the gun deck cheer
and cheer again We have crushed in
the side of our as a knife
goes a cheese and she is sink ¬

ing rapidly Her crew of gallant
heroes fight her to the last

How about who has
been making a target of himself All
right The men on deck tug away at
their guns traiting and them
Steady So Fire as the officers give
the word Quick Sponge Load
Fire These are the
heard on all sides as the men load and
fire The muzzle of my
gun has been shot away No

the best you can with her Keep
away from those open ports and dont
lean against the shield Some men
have been stunned and bleed at the
ears Take them below to the cock ¬
pit Simms has the bow rifled gun and
Wood the stern gun which they aim
and fire with terrific effect
Kevil with his united aredoing good service with his gun The
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Captain
artillerymen

I

WILDER MERRIMA-

Ci

BETWEEN MERRIMA

billions-
of

ordnance

Cumber-
land

marines under Captain Thorn are
drawn up just below where Buchanan
stands ready to board should the or ¬

der be passed and also to fight out of
the broadside guns Was there ever-
a more fearless crew and gallant set
of officers The exertions of the men
are superhuman None flag Its fire
and cheer cheer and fire as with un ¬

bounded enthqsiasm the men work
away at their places

This is a faint picture of what was
going on aboard the M rrimac during
the hottest of the fight During this
time we were a target for the entire
fleet and the shore batteries In the
heat of the fight we had to look inevery direction One of our shells blew
up a large transport steamer and an ¬

other one sunk a tug We did most of
this damage when we were winding
the ship after ramming the Cumber ¬

land
We had more difficulty in destroy ¬

ing the Congress than that experienced-
with the Cumberland The havoc
wrought by the Merrimacs shells on
that vessel was fearful The ship ran
with blood Her crew stood nobly by
their guns and continued to fight until-
a majority of her officers and men
were killed or wounded the Merrimac
getting closer and closer all the time-
as if to ram her as we did the Cum ¬

berland The heroism of her captain
and crew was simply sublime

When the Cumberland after such a
short engagement was sent to the lottom no one would have criticised Lieu ¬

tenant Smith in command had he sur¬

rendered Did he do so No but in ¬

stead his crew leaped into the rigging
gave three defiant cheers and contin-
ued

¬

to fight their vessel until poor
Smith was killed with a majority of
his crew his ship on fire in several
places every guns crew broken up and
his ship in danger every moment of
being sent to the bottom by the Merri ¬

macs ram Then and only then did
she surrender White flags were hoist-
ed

¬

and her colors lowered A glori ¬

ously fought ship manned by a gal ¬

lant crew and how sad to reflect that-
so much heroism should have been
wasted in literally a conflict between
brother and brother instead of being
concentrated on a common enemy ThisangloSaxon race when aroused is
terrible in its wrath

As the sailors were escaping swim ¬
ming ashore from the Cumberland andCongress someone suggested to fire on
them with sharpnel and cannister butBuchanan was indignant at the very
suggestion After the surrender of theCongress a number of officers and mentaking advantage of the truce went on
deck to get a breath of fresh air andtake a view of the situation In the
meantime we had sent a boat to theCongress to take off the prisoners
While in the act of doing this the two
officers in command were shot downby a fusilade of minnie balls from theNewport News batteries notwithstand ¬
ing the flag of surrender flying at her
masthead The batteries then turnedtheir attention to our party on theMerrimacs deck and Admiral Bu-
chanan

¬

was shot down We were thenflying a flag of truce When he wasbeing carried below he gave orders to
clear for action again and to fire hot-
shot into the Congress This was done
and she was soon ablaze

This caused much delay though
we turned our attention to the Minne-
sota

¬

and delivered several broadsides
into her but it was growing so Jate that
the pilots insisted upon our drawing off
into deep water So w arirhorpfl in

the Roads near Sewalls Point for the
nightDuring our first days fight we losttwo men killed and 17 wounded two
of our gun muzzles were carried away
but we never ceased firing them Thedamage to the vessel was wholly im¬

material Barring the wounding of our
intrepid commander we felt well satis ¬
fied with the result A more gallant
commander never trod the deck of a
ship He was without a peer and hisname must go down to posterity coup ¬

led with that of Collingwood Stuart
Nelson Decatur and Farragut Hadnot Buchanan been wounded thenext day he would have forc ¬

ed the Minnesota to surren ¬

der before the Monitor came to
the Ground and then run the Monitor
down or forced her into deep water
where she could not have had the ad-
vantage

¬

of her light draft
When wo received the New Yorkpapers a few days after the battle we

found that the effect of this terrible
defeat upon the people of the north was
simply stunning If we hind only real ¬

ized that nIght what a commotion we
had kicked Up in the north night as it
was we would certainly have run by
the forts and come back again just to
show that it could be done and met the
Monitor before she could have cast herguns loose or gotten into fighting trim

The south went wild with joy AC
every station on his way to Richmond-
the bearer of tile great news was sur ¬

rounded by large crowds who insisted-
on hearing the story of the fight The
hopes of the confederacy were as high
as the despondency of the north was
deep

THE MONITOR CAME
The next morning while we were

transferring our admiral to the shore
and preparing for action we saw com-
ing

¬

in from the sea the most remarka-
ble

¬
looking craft which we were soon

convinced was the Monitor Now all
was excitement Greek was to moot
Greek For the first time in the history-
of the world ironclad was to battle
with ironclad The Monitor approached-
and opened fire whichwe returned with
spirit For two hours we bombarded
oneanother with little or no effect The
tV9 ship sailing in a circl pass and
repass deliveringbroadsides at point
blank range Lieutenant Jones coming
down from the upper grating and ob-
serving

¬

Lieutenant Egglestons division
standing at ease said to him Whv
are you not firing sir Because our
powder is precious sir and I find I can
do the Monitor as much damage by
snapping my finger at her every five
minutes

The combat between the two vessels
i was kept up for six mortal hours and
Lieutenant Jones decided to ram the
monitor Now in my opinion here lay
the error of the fight After this de ¬

cision Lieut Jones sent for me and
ordered me to reverse the engines as
soon as I felt the collision fearing that
we would have difficulty in extricating
ourselves after the compact as we
did with the Cumberland although one
was a wooden and the other an iron
vessel To that end he was afraid to
strike her hard and I was given the
signal to reverse quite a while before
we actually hit her As a consequence-
we just gave the monitor a little tap
and glanced off We should have run
her down with all our force and fairly
forced her under with our superior
force and weight Circling around af-
teri ramming her we were enabled to
plant one of our pointed shells right
on the pilot house It was this shot
which damaged the pilot house and
wounded Commodore Worden The
Monitor then stood directly towards
Old Point and gave up > the fight We
assumed that she was badly crippled-
more so than she jvas Lieutenant
Jones then sent for me and calling
attention to the fact that we had
driven the Monitor off and said that he
intended to draw off under the guns of
Sewall Point and renew the attack
later in the afternoon went below
and arranged for banking the fires un ¬

der easy steam In the meantime we
started up full speed and I soon heard
great cheering on deck I ent one of
my assistants to learn the cause He
reported that we were passing the con ¬

federate batteries at Craney Island on
our way to Norfolk had the cheers
were from the soldiers on the fortifica ¬

tions My heart sank at the intelli-
gence

¬

Were we to relinquish the fruits-
of our victory leave the Minnesota
hard aground where she had been for
24 hours and return to Norfolkto-
run away apparently for that is the
way it has been since regarded I has ¬

tened at once on deck to interview
Jones and on my remonstrating with
him for leaving without finishing the
Minnesota and capturing the Monitor
he said that on consulting with some
of his lieutenants he thought It better-
to return to Norfolk and finish arm ¬

ing the vessel below the water line
that the Monitor had proven herself to
be a formidable opponent and now that
she was badly crippled he thought it
best to take advantage of that fact
and put his ship in fighting trim I
begged him to send the Minnesota to
the bottom or to wait another day but
he declined-

As the Merrimac steamed up the
Elizabeth river trailing the large and
beautiful ensign of the congress be ¬

neath the stars and bars she was the
recipient of a perfect ovation Cheer ¬

ing waving of handkerchiefs and flags
people yelling themselves hoarse hun ¬

dreds of small boats following in our
rear As history records the Monitor
would never meet the Merrimac again
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THE GROUND
H Ramsey

although we repeatedly went down to
the roads and dared her fight

When it was decided to evacuate
a plan was made to the

draught of the Merrimac and her
to new fields of usefulness A signal
was to have been given us to steam
away but the plans miscarried and I

there was nothing left us but blow
her up I may add that when her
draught was 18 feetthe
point by the pilotsthey re ¬

fused to steer her over the bars claim ¬

ing at that late hour that her draught
was then too much We contemplated
shooting one of the pilots thinking it
would bring tile other one to his senses
We also discussed the plan of
into the fleet and fighting until we
went down with colors flying but that I

was discarded aswe felt that the con-
federacy

¬
could ill afford to lose the

3DO men aboard There was nothing left

for us to do but to blow her up f

did that night with aching hearts-
I am confident that if Admiral Bu

channan had not been wounded and
had been in command on the second
day when We met the Monitor the re-
sult

¬

would have been different He
would have rammed her with a full
and terrific blow and fhe very inertia-
of the Merrimac would havp ent her
to the bottom In thatevent we would
have compelled Fortress Monroe to
evacuate and then leisurely steamed-
up to Washington and compelled the
capitulation of that city just asLln
coin feared-

I would like to say in closing that
the north never did Commodore Wor
den full justice Ericsson all
the glory and all the credit The off-
icers

¬

of the Merrimac realize the splen ¬

did fight made by and the
wise course he pursued and
after the fight
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GUIZOTS C CONFESSION OF FAITH-

A Remarkable Utterance In the Great
French Philosophers Will

London Telegraph In the last number-
of Ghnstianifame au 2fIX Siecle the fol ¬

lowing extract from M Guizots will is
printed-

I die in tha bosom of the Reformed
Christian Church of France in which I
was born and in which I congratulate my ¬

self on having been born In remaining
attached to her have nlvays exercised
that liberty of conscience which she al¬

lows to her adherents in their relation
with God and which she invoked for her
own basis I have inquired I have
doubted I have balleved in the sufficiency
of the human mind to resolve the prob ¬

lems presented to it by the universe and
by man arid In the power of the human
will to govern mans life In accordance-
with its law and Its moral purpose After
having Iiv2d doubted and reflected long
I have remained and still remain con ¬

vinced that neither the universe nor man
suffices either to explain or to govern
themselves naturally by the mere forte of
fixed laws to which they are subject and
of human wills that are brought into
play

It ismy profound faith that God who
created the universe and man governs
upholds or modifies them either by gen-
eral and as we say natural laws or bv
special and as we call them supernatural-
acts emanating as do also the general
laws from his perfect and frae wisdom
and his infinite power which it is given-
to us to acknowledge in their efforts but
forbidden to understand in their essense
and design Thus I have returned to the
convictions in which I Was cradled Still
firmly attached to reason and liberty
which I have received from God and
which are my honor and my right in this
world though I have returned to feel
myself a chilu under the hand of God sin ¬

cerely resigned to my large share of
weakness and Ignorance I believe In God
and adore him without seeking to com-
prehend

¬

him I recognize him present andat work not only in the fixed system of
the universe and in the inner life of the
soul but aso iin the history of humansociety speciaTV in the old and new tes-
taments

¬

monumsnts of revelation and
divine action by the mediation and sacri ¬

fice of our savior Jesus Christ for the
salvation of the human race

I bow myself before the mysteries of the
Bible and the gospel and I stand aloof
from the discussions and the scentific
Inventions by whch men have tried to
explain them I trust that God will allow-
me to call myself a Christian and I am
convinced that in the light in which I am
about to enter we shall see clearly the
purely human origin and the vanity of the
greater part of our discussion here below-
on divine things

Guizot has left a confession of faith
which ws print above and which Is pro ¬

foundly interesting in these days of
theological perplexity It forms the first
page of his will as if he wished to signify-
to his family that the best thing which-
he left to them was tha heritage of his
religious belief And the utterance has-
a solemnity which sounds strangely amid
the din and combat of Guizots life He
says that he dies In the bosom of the Re-
formed

¬

Church of which ho
was born and iin wtfggcjO that
he was born But he has made uJs of the
freedom which she gives to members He
has doubted being and in conformity with
his moral end the human mind was strong
enough to solve the problems presented
by the universe and by man and that tile
human will had sufficient power to rule
the life of man according to the law of Its
being and in conformity with his mortal
end But after a long life of action and
reflection he has put aside that belief
and has gone back to the simpler faith-
of his childhood So he ends with the
conviction that neither the universe nor
man cm be explained by the permanent
laws of nature His profound faith Is
that the ruler of all things is God who
has created both the world and mankind-
and who governs them by general and
special laws He believes in the maker
of the universe without seeking to com-
prehend

¬

He believes that the action of
providence Is swn in the history of hu-
man

¬

societies and especially in those-
of the old and new testaments He bows
before the mysteries of the gospel and he
keeps aloof from the scientific solutions-
by which men have sought to explain
them He is confident that hs has a right
to CPU mmsen a v nnstiaii nnu ne is
certain that in the life which he is about-
to enter he will see the vanity and the
merely human origin of many discussions
about divine things-

All tills comes from one who stood in talvery foremost rank as a philosopher his ¬

torian whose books are a landmark in
the annals of research and thought and
who so far from being a dreamer of the
closet was for years a Dromment Euro ¬

pean statesman Guizots labors lay over
so vast a range that some time is needed-
to measure the extent of his achieve-
ments

¬

But the more closely they are
looked at the greater will be the wonder
that one man could have done so much
and done it in the fashion of a master
Philosophy history biography literary
criticisms religious mediation political
discussion aH that can interest the
student the devotee or the statesman
have passed through Guizots brain and
taken a shape which Is always instructive-
and has sometimes lasting value His

lectures on the rise of civilization In
Europe and especially In France have
helped to form a school of thinkers and
the original research and thought which
he retailed at the Sorbonne have become
the current coin of knowledge and re¬

flection Guizot comblned > the student andthe man of action-
It is this historian thinker writerstatesman man of the world that in theevening of life pens a confession of faith-as simple as that which he received be ¬

fore he left his humble home to become-a very famous Frenchman He thoughtthat he had found the secret of safety Inthe simple unquestioning faith of hischildhood and so he put away from him ¬
self all the skeptical beliefs of his early
manhood The old philosopher seemed tohave bidden adieu to all the scientific in ¬
stincts of his youth to have becometransformed into tha most rigid of Cal
vJnlstic divines
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OFFICES 2026 Main Street Home Fire Building Upstairs
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SOMATOS BISCUITS9
For Invalids Dyspeptics and Convalescents

Palatable Digestible Nourishing Strengthening
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FIRE LIFE AND ACCIDENT
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Telephone H JL Q StS URANCEI
131 South Main St Salt Lake City
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Scottisu Union and National of England 18352303 J
London Assurance of England 18216788
Northern of England 19724989
HamburgBremen of Germany Ie 5000000
A tnayof Hartford 10807689
Siremans Fund of California e 8lll4S7jW-
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of ell kinds of Mining and Milling Machinery Prompt at¬

tention paid to all kinds of repair work No 127 North First West St


